PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2023
This year, in May, there are local and parish council elections. We’ve never been in the position of having too many candidates to become parish councillors, so we’ve never personally had to commit to campaigning on the doorstep, or hustings at public meetings or anything like that. Thank heavens; it’s not something I’d ever do.
Over the last few years, the parish council has been coping at half strength. Whilst we have been able to meet all our statutory obligations, it surely means that there cannot have been properly full and informed discussions about what all local residents -  ie you - think and want. We have made the calls as best we could, based on what we few have been able to know. Arguably, with a more representative parish council different, better, things could have been decided. But we have been where we have been, and we are where we are. We are not mind readers, and (not being employed by BANES or paid for the joy of being a parish councillor) we all have our own lives to lead too.

We don’t want to bump along the bottom, making the best of it. It would be nice to think that, if you weren’t aware of this year’s elections, you might consider helping shape your, and your fellow residents’, experiences of life in this wonderful, rural place by becoming a parish councillor. 
I’m especially throwing that thought out to the many new residents who have arrived since that last round of local elections.

I’d hope that anyone who has attended one of our parish council meetings over the last few years could confirm for you that we are well past the stage of parish council meetings as caricatured in The Vicar of Dibley. I have no intent or wish to spend my time sitting for hours around trestle tables in draughty meeting rooms feeding bureaucracy for bureaucracy’s sake. We get most stuff done now by email or phone, but meet when necessary to take those decisions that we are legally obliged to take in public in a “proper” parish council meeting. My record for a parish council meeting as Chairman stands at 40 minutes, and I think there’s room for improvement yet.

You’ll see notices announcing the elections, and inviting applications, soon. Do have a think about whether you could help shape and reflect local opinion about the important stuff going on around us all here (the need for rural bus services, for example? Planning applications and more house building? Traffic management?)  And how much it’s reasonable to expect anyone to pay for any of it.

Training is available for new parish councillors, so no-one needs to get thrown in at the deep end.
David 

Chairman, Dunkerton & Tunley Parish Council (at least until May!) 

